
 

 

 

LYME BAY HIGHLIGHTS 2020 
This year the Covid-19 pandemic has had a huge impact on all our lives and on our ability to run 

tours. As far as our day-trips from Brixham into Lyme Bay are concerned, these were also subjected 

to UK Government restrictions in terms of numbers allowed onboard.  

In the event, we were able to operate 3 of our 6 

scheduled sailings aboard our charter boat Spot 

On! in the capable hands of our skipper Ross 

Parham and our expert Naturetrek guide, Tom 

Brereton. 

The first of these was on the 15th July and was 

remarkable for the number of seabirds seen, 

particularly, shearwaters. A huge count of 750 

Manx and 73 Balearic Shearwaters was a record 

for our trips and in addition Great and Arctic Skuas 

and Kittiwakes were recorded as well as large 

numbers of Guillemots and Gannets. 

Despite being a little choppy, cetaceans were still 

evident with up to 250 Common Dolphins and 5 Harbour Porpoise seen. 3 Atlantic Grey Seals were 

recorded and our skipper was even fortunate enough to spot a Thresher Shark! 

The second trip on the 7th September, was again, 

particularly notable for the bird sightings, including 

an unprecedented Osprey over the sea 6 miles 

south-east of Dartmouth. A Sooty Shearwater was 

another excellent find amonst 200 Manx 

Shearwaters and there were 15 Great and 4 Arctic 

Skuas. Large numbers of Kittiwakes (circa 500) and 

Gannets (400) were seen and 2 Sand Martins 

migrated. 

Cetaceans also put on a good show with 120 

Common Dolphin and 48 Harbour Porpoise and 

there were 5 Atlantic Grey Seal seen. 
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On our final trip, on the 21st September, our 

group was again treated to a fabulous display 

of Common Dolphins, with 170 encountered. 

Four Harbour Porpoises and 8 Atlantic Grey 

Seals were also recorded. Birds included 15 

Manx Shearwaters, 6 Great Skuas, a European 

Storm Petrel and a Peregrine. 

One of our prime targets is the White-beaked 
Dolphin. A pod was present in the area 
throughout the season but eluded us on the 
small number of trips we were able to run. It is 
good to know that they are still present, 
however, and hopefully we will have better 
luck catching up with these amazing animals in 
2021. 
 
Our Lyme Bay cruises have not only been a great experience for those who joined the trips, but have 
also generated valuable survey data for the marine charity Marinelife. This dedicated band of marine 
biologists have been working with statutory conservation agencies to evaluate the importance of the 
Bay for priority species such as the Balearic Shearwater, Bottlenose Dolphin and White-beaked 
Dolphin. For the latter species, Marinelife has proposed the creation of a marine nature reserve 
(Marine Conservation Zone) to operate in partnership with the Wildlife Trusts. The data obtained 
from Naturetrek trips has formed a key body of supporting evidence for this proposal.  
 
Our 2021 sailing dates are now available to book so to ensure you do not miss any of the action, 
please check our website (Tour Code GBR09) or contact David Shute on 01962 733051 or email 
davidshute@naturetrek.co.uk. 
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